
Meat
Dairy

Pet Waste
Baked Goods

Plastic
Seafood

Oils
Greasy Foods

Black Walnut leaves or twigs
 
 

Fruit and Vegetable Scraps
Coffee Grounds

Egg Shells
Nutshells

Newspaper
Paper Towels

Tea Leaves
Plain Paper Products

Cardboard Tubes
Leaves

Hair
Grass clippings

Sawdust
Fur

What should I NOT 
compost?

What should I compost?

With the right balance of the materials listed below, your compost pile will not have
an odor. Monitor your compost and make adjustments as needed.
Carbon- The 'brown' ingredients such as dead leaves and straw.
Nitrogen- The 'green' ingredients such as fruit waste, coffee grounds, and egg shells.
Air- Necessary ingredient to keep the important bacteria healthy. 
Water- Compost needs to be kept moist for the material to break down.

Composting is the natural process of recycling organic matter, 
such as leaves and food scraps, into valuable fertilizer that can 
enrich soil and plants. 

COMPOSTING 101
Tips and Tricks on how to create and maintain a 

backyard compost pile.

Enriches the soil
Reduces the need for chemical fertilizers
Encourages the production of beneficial 
bacteria and fungi that breakdown organic 
matter to create a rich nutrient-filled material.
Reduces methane emissions from landfills and 
lowers your carbon footprint

Benefits Of Composting

For more information please visit 
epa.gov/recycle/composting-home

AND
Follow us on Facebook, 

facebook.com/MadCo.Resource

 Select a dry, shady spot and enclose it with repurposed 
wood or fencing material.
 Add 'brown' and 'green' materials listed to the right. Try 
to aim for a 1:1 ratio but monitor the pile for any issues. 
 Moisten materials as needed.
 Allow the natural process of decomposition to take 
place and turn the compost to allow air flow.
 Mix finished compost into your garden bed.

Where do I start?
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
 

Did you know?
According to the US Environmental Protection 
Agency, food scraps and yard waste make up 
about 1/4 of the total household trash. That's 
about 60 million tons every year!


